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LIFE INSURANCE IN FORCE BY REGIONS, 1955 





ORDINARY 
(000,000 
Omitted) 


GROUP 


(000,000 
Omitted) 


INDUSTRIAL 
(000,000 
Omitted) 


CREDIT 
(000,000 
Omitted) 


TOTAL 
(000,000 
Omitted) 


Percentage 
Increase 


REGION 1955 Over 1954 








New England _.. 
Middle Atlantic 
East North Central 


$ 15,124 $ 5,950 $ 3,028 $ 810 
55,717 25,767 9,323 2,716 
48,870 26,124 8,417 2,782 
West North Central 0... 19,750 6,291 1,929 . 1,319 29,289 9.6 
South Atlantic —_W0 23,525 10,944 8,093 2,501 45,063 12.5 
East South Central 8,437 4,168 3,248 1,092 16,945 13.1 
West South Central —_ 2... 15,891 7,058 3,194 1,717 27,860 14.0 
Mountain _. 6,922 2,398 455 563 10,338 15.6 


Pacific 22,364 12,600 1,995 1,250 38,209 15.6 


$ 24,912 9.9% 
93,523 9.3 
86,193 11.5 














Total United States — $216,600 $101,300 $39,682 $14,750 $372,332 11.6% 





NEW ENGLAND: Me., N. H., Vt., Mass., R.1., Conn. MIDDLE ATLANTIC: N. Y., N. J.. Pa. EAST NORTH CENTRAL: Ohio, Ind., lil., 
Mich., Wis. WEST NORTH CENTRAL: Minn., lowa, Mo., N. D., S. D., Neb., Kan. SOUTH ATLANTIC: Del., Md., D. C., Va., W. Va., 
N.C., S. C., Ga., Fla. EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: Ky., Tenn., Ala., Miss. WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: Ark., La., Okla., Tex. MOUNTAIN: 
Mont., Idaho, Wy., Colo., N. M., Ariz., Utah, Nev. PACIFIC: Wash., Ore., Calif. 


At the end of 1955, life insurance owned by Ameri- 
can families totaled $372,332,000,000 under 251,089,000 
policies and certificates. This was an increase of $38,- 
613,000,000 in the amount and 14,533,000 in the num- 
ber of policies and certificates over the previous year. 

By type of insurance, credit life insurance, with an 
increase of 44.0% , showed the greatest percentage gain 
between 1954 and 1955. Employer-employee group life 
insurance showed the next highest increase, 17.3%. 


Ordinary insurance, the type representing the largest 
amount of life insurance outstanding, increased by 
9.2% . Industrial insurance showed the lowest gain in 
the year, 2.6%. 

The average amount of insurance in force per family 
in the United States was $6,900 at the end of 1955, up 
10% from the $6,300 average in 1954. The average 
amount per family varied considerably among the 
different states, ranging from a low of $3,200 per 





family in Mississippi to a high of $9,800 in the state of Atlantic region remained first in total amount of owner- 


Delaware. Regionally, the Middle Atlantic states had ship with the East North Central region second. How- 
the highest average, with $8,600 per family, while the 


East South Central states showed the | 
: ee ee ee ee showed the greatest increases over 1954, with a gain of 
$5,100 per family. 


An analysis of the regional breakdowns of life insur- 15.6% each. The percentage gains by region ranged 
ance in force for 1954 and 1955 shows that there was from 9.3% in the Middle Atlantic states to 15.6% in 
no change in position among the regions. The Middle the Mountain and Pacific regions. 


ever, percentagewise, the Mountain and Pacific regions 


LIFE INSURANCE IN FORCE IN THE U. S. BY STATES, 1955 





ORDINARY ‘ GROUP INDUSTRIAL CREDIT TOTAL 


No. Amount No.of Certificates Amount No. Amount No.* Amount No.** Amount Amount 
(000 (000,000 Master (000 (000,000 (000 (000,000 (000 (000,000 (000 (000,000 Per 
STATE Omitted) Omitted) Policies Omitted) Omitted) Omitted) Omitted) Omitted) Omitted) Omitted) Omitted) Family 











$ 2,206 $ 1,257 5,312 $ 1,123 578 $ 309 7,016 $ 4,895 $5,700 
983 ‘ 330 185 70 102 lll 708 1,494 4,900 
1,097 364 727 238 207 117 1,417 1,816 3,500 
17,161 10,284 4,398 1,764 1,718 975 14,738 30,184 6,300 
2,158 756 462 191 269 169 1,837 3,274 6,200 


4,239 3 1,960 1,580 692 378 208 4,256 7,099 9,700 
669 346 394 147 194 69 908 1,231 

1,451 1,285 856 277 166 103 1,969 3,116 

3,858 1,069 4,215 1,315 1,044 495 6,890 6,737 

3,324 1,651 5,039 1,589 1,055 516 8,282 7,080 


642 68 181 48 17 51 41 412 881 
15,838 7,215 6,559 2,506 1,641 659 26,218 
5,467 3,345 3,134 1,170 953 536 10,518 
3,902 811 659 225 278 181 5,119 
2,767 935. 749 279 295 180 4,161 


2,346 965 2,395 802 440 203 p 4,316 
2,327 3,320 955 874 380 4,925 
1,063 450 276 422 177 169 87 1,603 
3,667 1,140 1,704 2,948 948 573 220 6,539 
7,200 3,100 3,974 758 12,183 


9,243 4,740 4,046 1,071 17,975 
4,167 1,550 1,586 782 481 p 6,308 
1,123 730 383 794 307 1,913 
5,018 2,390 2,309 2,773 980 9,289 

794 270 224 63 1,085 


2,018 620 312 2,720 

253 160 100 19 363 

814 370 210 370 1,232 

aI 10,108 2,790 4,418 16,561 

. Mex.. 22 694 360 179 1,081 


. ---- 10,463 29,070 8,810 8,476 24,986 47,581 
3,698 2,060 3,678 6,560 6,760 

660 250 7 399 810 

13,075 4,580 i 7,025 14,882 23,742 

2,339 1,170 698 2,218 3,894 


2,013 870 243 217 1,346 2,939 
16,539 6,170 2,462 10,721 22,433 29,381 
1,304 520 172 2 801 1,623 2,091 
1,557 890 269 3,792 5,040 3,682 
718 260 46 9 403 882 


2,762 1,550 oll 3,521 5,850 5,821 

3,478 10,128 5,000 1,345 4,666 11,382 17,225 
413 1,009 460 149 210 960 1,617 
201 504 260 36 163 449 704 
1,255 3,754 1,490 503 3,527 6,021 6,907 


1,028 3,190 1,170 544 41 2,252 5,086 
599 1,547 870 281 997 2,196 3,011 
2,022 5,247 2,090 695 2 1,271 4,423 - 7,740 
140 389 90 29 17 221 543 
































Total U.S. 79,614 $216,600 89,370 31,640 111,869 $14,750 251,089 $372,332 





*Includes group credit certificates. 
*Includes group certificates. 





INVESTMENTS OF U. S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


(000,000 Omitted) 








ACQUIRED HELD CHANGE IN 
HOLDINGS 





Type of Investment April 4 Mos. . April 30 April 30 March-April 
1955 1956 1956 1955 1956 





Government US. $ 417 $1,146 $ 8,085 $ 9,105 $ +40 
Canada 1 8 5 335 390 -18 
Other 2 2 34 29 — 


State, Pro- US. 16 217 2,153 1,965 
vincial, Canada 4 45 681 678 
Local Other _ — 6 1 

World Bank — —_ 145 162 


Railroad U.S. 16 126 3,852 3,725 
Foreign _— — 46 46 














Public U.S. 53 13,653 13,205 
Utility Foreign - 23 448 428 





Other U.S. 202 17,900 16,394 
Foreign 1 48 826 772 


TOTAL 48,164 46,900 


U.S. . 73 89 
Foreign ms ase 


U.S. 955 
PREFERRED Foreign pe 
STOCKS 
U.S. 
Foreign 
TOTAL 


Railroad U.S. 4 : 44 44 
Foreign we = 


Public US. 353 317 
COMMON Utility Foreign ss = 


STOCKS Giker US. 842 712 
Foreign 9 6 





























TOTAL 1,248 1,079 


VA 20 21 
Other 2,330 2,104 - 


FHA* 6,682 6,171 
MORTGAGES VA 6,571 5,070 


Other 15,048 13,583 
TOTAL 30,651 26,949 +268 
Company Used 604 . 540 +5 


Investment Residential 452 456 -] 
Commercial 1,549 1,363 


Other Farm 8 10 axe 
Non-Farm 1l 13 -4 


TOTAL 2,624 2,382 +15 

POLICY LOANS 3,365 3,177 +20 
CASH XXX 1,067 1,027 +27 
OTHER ASSETS XXX XXX XXX 3,174 2,837 -7 
TOTAL $1,529 $1,316 $6,068 $5,873 $92,025 $86,065 $ +482 






































Totals for U. S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 97% of all assets. The amounts shown 
represent book values for all items except “Other Assets” and “Total.” The change in holdings for the month may sometimes be greater than 
acquisitions for a particular item due to rounding, write-ups and other adjustments. 

*The 1956 figures include acquisitions of $2 million in the month of April, $14 million during the first four months of 1956, and holdings of 
$147 million of mortgages under the Canadian National Housing Act. In the past such mortgages were mainly included in the “Non-Farm 
Other” category. 





LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT 


PAYMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 


(000 Omitted) 





Type of Benefit Payment 


April 
1956 


4 Mos. 


1956 


4 Mos. 
1955 





DEATH BENEFITS 
(Including Accidental 
Death Benefits) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


$124,100 


23,900 


$492,900 
221,700 
96,200 


$458,200 
192,400 
91,500 





TOTAL 


205,500 


810,800 


742,100 








MATURED ENDOWMENTS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


39,500 
400 
13,700 


168,400 
50,700 


165,100 
1,100 
47,700 





TOTAL 


53,600 


220,500 


213,900 





DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
(Including Premiums 
Waived) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


6,500 
2,400 
800 


25,800 
8,900 
3,300 


25,900 
8,500 
3,400 





TOTAL 


38,000 


37,800 





ANNUITY PAYMENTS 


Group 
Individual 


65,700 
111,000 


56,400 
102,800 





TOTAL 


176,700 


159,200 





SURRENDER VALUES 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


246,100 
3,100 
73,400 


227,800 
3,500 


78,000 





TOTAL 


322,600 


309,300 





DIVIDENDS TO 
POLICYHOLDERS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity 


13,900 
3,200 
3,200 


276,900 
54,300 
50,500 
11,600 


248,200 
52,800 
48,500 

6,900 





TOTAL 


83,900 


393,300 


356,400 





TOTAL LIFE BENEFIT PAYMENTS 


$479,500 


$1,961,900 


$1,818,700 





ACCIDENT & HEALTH 
BENEFITS 

(Paid by life insurance 
companies) 


Group 
Personal 
Dividends 


113,600 
‘30,900 
5,400 


411,300 
127,500 
18,400 


335,100 
108,600 
18,900 





TOTAL 


$149,900 


$557,200 


$462,600 





Totals for U. S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 97% of all payments. 





